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the delivery of such services; and de-
velopment of clinical practice guide-
lines, quality standards, performance 
measures, and review criteria. 

(2) Section 1142 of the Social Security 
Act to support research on the out-
comes, effectiveness, and appropriate-
ness of health care services and proce-
dures, including, but not limited to, 
evaluations of alternative services and 
procedures; projects to improve meth-
ods and data bases for outcomes and ef-
fectiveness research; dissemination of 
research information and clinical prac-
tice guidelines, as well as quality 
standards, performance measures, and 
review criteria; conferences; and re-
search on dissemination methods. 

(b) The regulations of this subpart 
also contain provisions respecting con-
fidentiality of research data, control of 
data, and availability of information. 

§ 67.102 Definitions. 

Contract proposal means a written 
offer to enter into a contract sub-
mitted to a contracting officer by an 
individual or non-Federal organization, 
and including at a minimum a descrip-
tion of the nature, purpose, duration, 
cost of project and methods, personnel, 
and facilities to be utilized in carrying 
out the requirements of the contract. 

Peer review group means a panel of ex-
perts, as required by section 922(c) of 
the PHS Act, established to conduct 
technical and scientific review of con-
tract proposals and to make rec-
ommendations to the Administrator 
regarding the merits of such proposals. 

Request for proposals means a Govern-
ment solicitation to prospective 
offerors, under procedures for nego-
tiated contracts, to submit a proposal 
to fulfill specific agency requirements 
based on terms and conditions defined 
in the solicitation. The solicitation 
contains information sufficient to en-
able all offerors to prepare competitive 
proposals, and is as complete as pos-
sible with respect to: The nature of 
work to be performed; descriptions and 
specifications of items to be delivered; 
performance schedule; special require-
ments, clauses or other circumstances 
affecting the contract; and criteria by 
which the proposals will be evaluated. 

§ 67.103 Peer review of contract pro-
posals. 

(a) All contract proposals for AHCPR 
support will be submitted by the Ad-
ministrator for review to a peer review 
group, as required in section 922(a) of 
the PHS Act. Proposals will be re-
viewed in accordance with the Federal 
Acquisition Regulations and the 
Health and Human Services Acquisi-
tion Regulations (48 CFR Ch. I and III) 
and the requirements of the pertinent 
Request for Proposal. 

(b) Establishment of peer review groups. 
In accordance with section 922(c) of the 
PHS Act, the Administrator shall es-
tablish such peer review groups as may 
be necessary to review all contract pro-
posals submitted to AHCPR. 

(c) Composition of peer review groups. 
The peer review groups shall be com-
posed of individuals, in accordance 
with section 922(c) of the PHS Act, as 
amended, who by virtue of their train-
ing or experience are eminently quali-
fied to carry out the duties of such a 
peer review group. Officers and employ-
ees of the United States may not con-
stitute more than 25 percent of the 
membership of any such group. Mem-
bers of the peer review group will be se-
lected based upon their training or ex-
perience in relevant scientific and 
technical fields, taking into account, 
among other factors: 

(1) The level of formal education 
(e.g., M.A., Ph.D., M.D., D.N.Sc.) com-
pleted by the individual and/or, as ap-
propriate, the individual’s pertinent 
experience and expertise; 

(2) The extent to which the indi-
vidual has engaged in relevant re-
search, the capacities (e.g., principal 
investigator, assistant) in which the 
individual has done so, and the quality 
of such research; 

(3) The extent of the professional rec-
ognition received by the individual as 
reflected by awards and other honors 
received from scientific and profes-
sional organizations outside the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices; 

(4) The need of the peer review group 
to include in its membership experts 
representing various areas of speciali-
zation in relevant scientific and tech-
nical fields, or specific health care 
issues; and 
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